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MONTEREY CAR WEEK 2017

THE CARMEL MISSION CLASSIC
When Fr. Junipero Serra, recently canonized Saint Serra, founded the Carmel Mission in 1771 he could not have imagined that it would become an iconic jewel of the
Monterey Peninsula. The courtyard, which in his day was home to carts pulled by donkeys bustling about, is now home to some of the nest collector cars on the
Wednesday of car week in August of every year.
The signature cars this year included actress Delores Del Rio's 1930 Dusenberg, proudly shown by the San Francisco Academy of Art University, and a 1937 Super
Charged Cord 812 Cabriolet once owned by Al Jolson. The historic Wonder Bread race car of 1930s Indy fame was also a crowd pleaser. Providing a spectacular
contrast to the above classics was the custom car phenomena "The Impostor," a 1965 Impala built on a corvette frame by Chip Foose. We were blessed to once
again have Barry Maguire as guest MC and Danny Sullivan signing autographs.
The Carmel Mission Classic is the only show during car week where one hundred percent of the net proceeds go to charity. The Knights of Columbus, which is the
world's largest Catholic fraternal organization, of which I am a proud member, put on this blessed event. As co-chairman and founder, I am proud to have added the
blessing of the cars ceremony performed by Bishop Richard Garcia of the Diocese of Monterey. Participants and attendees leisurely stroll the grounds sipping wine
from several of Monterey counties nest vineyards. A jazz band and harpist provide entertainment.
For all you Mercedes mavens you will be happy to note that the Best of Show automobile was a 1957 Mercedes 300SL owned by Ted Voigt of Pebble Beach. The
Show offers something for the body and soul, hope to see you next Year. Applications for next year can be found here:
www.carmelmissionclassic.org
Submitted by Frank DiPaola, Member SFBA MBCA
Tour d'Elegance

1903 Mercedes Touring Car at Pebble Beach

1903 Mercedes Simplex at start of the Tour d'Elegance
This 1903 Mercedes Simplex touring car, from the Mercedes-Benz Museum in Stuttgart, appeared at the Pebble Beach Concours this year. Shown above, at the
start of Tour d'Elegance with master technician Michael Plag, the car is part of the Mercedes-Benz Museum collection in Stuttgart, Germany, along with the beautiful
300SL shown below. The 1903 Mercedes is one of the first cars from Daimler with the Mercedes marque, and helped establish Daimler as an early leader in the
automotive industry.

AMG Takes Center Stage at 2017 Legends of the Autobahn
By Allen Stephens
A huge field of German automobiles, perfect weather, and enthusiastic crowds greeted participants at the 8th annual Legends of the Autobahn® event on August 18th.
With 2017 being the 50th anniversary of the founding of AMG, Mercedes-Benz Club of America members responded by bringing over 110 cars including 40 AMGs to the
Nicklaus Club in Monterey. Many San Francisco Bay Area section members participated in Legends as entrants, judges and volunteers.
The AMG pre-merger and post-merger class brought out rare Mercedes-Benz automobiles from the 1980s and 1990s. Jano Lukac displayed his 1987 AMG Hammer
sedan, next to a Hammer coupe owned by Jonathan Hodgeman. Mario Puente entered his 1988 560SEC Widebody, and also invited the cars builder, Eddy Lai, cofounder of AMG Canada. It was a wonderful Monterey Car Week moment to see the builder of this rare AMG reunited with the car he created 30 years ago.
The Modern AMG and Modified class attracted a lot of attention, with over 25 examples lined up on the berm along the fairway. Standouts included the brutish 2017
G550 Brabus, the 2008 CLK 63 AMG Black Series, and a trio of AMG GT-S coupes. As the majority of the cars in this class were too new to be judged, special awards
were handed out. The Modern AMG trophy went to John Friesen of the San Francisco Bay Area Section for his 2014 SLS Black Series in an electric orange color. Best
Modified was awarded to Albert Shakhnazaryan for his 1993 500E. The Spirit of AMG trophy went to Jeff Wong for his 1986 190E 2.3 16 with tasteful AMG touches. For
complete article click here.

See a complete photo gallery from the 2017 Legends of the Autobahn at this link.

Upcoming Events

**********************************************************************
Indian Summer Afternoon

2018 Planning Meeting - October 22nd!
By Lou Piccinini & Sally Hinds
What type of club events interests you - Social, Educational or Technical
events?
And what about First Sunday Drives? What parts of the surrounding Bay Area
have you never been to or have always wanted to explore?
This is your club. On October 22nd, you'll have an opportunity to provide your
ideas for next year's events and First Sunday Drives when you attend our
annual Planning Meeting. Help turn your thoughts and ideas into club events
and drives for 2018! Everyone is welcome and we're interested in hearing your
ideas, so don't be shy.
This year the process is changing a bit. Prior to attending the meeting, please
gather the following information for the event you want to champion:
Event type (Social, Education or Technical)
Location. We like to have events in the North Bay, South Bay, East Bay
and SF/Peninsula areas to reach all of our members.
Hours
Permits or reservations required
Estimated cost
Time facility must be reserved prior to event
Contact name at facility

The dog days of summer may be upon us, but what Bay Area residents most look
forward to is our Indian summer. What better way to enjoy a beautiful warm day,
but to relax with a picnic basket filled with your favorite foods, drinking some fine
wine and admiring beautiful cars? On October 8th, at noon, we'll meet at Morgan
Hill Cellars and taste their fine wines, which you'll certainly want to purchase to
enjoy with your lunch under the covered pergolas on the winery grounds. Following
lunch, we'll take a short drive to Morgan's Cove, where we'll visit a haunted pirate
ship. The cost to visit the winery is $10.00 per person, which includes the cost of
wine tasting. There is no cost to visit Morgan's Cove; however voluntary donations
are suggested to aide in keeping the ship afloat. Sign up for this event on MSR by
clicking here.

First Sunday Drives
Ideas are great, but leading a drive is even more fun! Plan and lead a drive to
exactly where you want to go and experience a trail of Mercedes following you
in your rear-view mirror. Now, that doesn't happen every day and I can tell you
from experience, it's a sight to behold!
It's easy and fun to lead an event or a First Sunday Drive, and we have Activity
and First Sunday Drive Director's that can provide guidance if needed.
Remember, this is your club, so don't let someone else decide next year's
events and drives that you'll be attending.

*************************************************************************

Welcome New Members
Deborah Baratta, Glen Ellen
Scott DeVries, Walnut Creek
Alex Ewing, Marina
Ron Gilmartin, Pebble Beach
Robert Glastra, San Jose
Sheri Goggans, Novato
Nicko Juarez, Gilroy
Neepeng Loh, Dublin
Raghav Raman, Cupertino
Rene Vishney, Pleasant Hill
Ernest Wing, Moss Landing

Save the date
December 3, 2017
Sparkling benzes and champagne, Holiday style
At
Blackhawk Automotive Museum
Danville, ca
Sumptuous lunch, Bottomless champagne & Beautiful cars
Have we piqued your interest?
Check the newsletter and website for additional information as the date
approaches.

Other Events of Interest

Biscotti and Cars
By: Lou Piccinini

Biscotti and Cars
First Saturday Each Month
Sausalito
I'm certain that many of you, just like me, have seen Biscotti and Cars
advertised on our website, and have thought to yourself, I'll have to go and
check this out, but have probably never been. Well, until this month, I too had
never been. The featured car for August was SFBA/MBCA section member
Derek TeeKing's 1972 Mercedes-Benz 600. Therefore, I decided to go and
support our member and see what Biscotti and Cars was all about. Once I
arrived, I immediately thought to myself why did I wait so long? This is a must
do event.
For those of you that aren't familiar with Biscotti and Cars, this was originated
by one of our own SFBA/MBCA section members, Dr. Ben Brown. This is an
informal and casual event that is free to attend in picturesque downtown
Sausalito, which occurs on the 1st Saturday of the month. The monthly
featured car is parked in front of Poggio Trattoria located on Bridgeway,
attracting the attention of passing motorists, pedestrians and restaurant
guests. The featured car owner is presented with a beautiful Plaque and
framed Poster of their vehicle, ready to be hung in the "man cave." This
monthly event has grown over time becoming a regularly attended event by
car enthusiasts filling up the parking lot across the street with all different
types of cars to be admired and new friends to be made.

********************************************

Canepa Cars and Coffee
Second Saturday Each Month
April to October
Scotts Valley

So mark your calendars or electronic devices as a reminder to attend this
unique event. Like me, you'll be glad you did, and will want to attend
frequently.

Local Car Show
By: Lou Piccinini

Your suggestions for club activities are always welcome!
Please feel free to contact your Officers to talk about any club-related
matter!

Every 3rd Sunday in August, the Millbrae Lions Club presents the
Millbrae Machines Car, Truck and Bike Show, open to all makes
and models. This year there were 320 entrants, and one of those
entrants was SFBA/MBCA section member, Hardit Chaudhary with
his beautiful 1995 E320 Cabriolet. Take a look at the picnic basket
with the logo dinnerware that he purchased from Mercedes in
Germany. That's definitely a unique item. And look at the miniature

Visit our club website for up-to-date information on club events.
sfba.mbca.org

Section Leadership

President: Lou Piccinini

(650) 291-2805

Vice President: Dr. Barton Lane

(650) 948-2492

Secretary: Sally Hinds

(408) 480-6826

Treasurer: Mauna Wagner

(925) 934-7220

Activities: Kara Pannu
Barton Lane

(415) 205-0790
(650) 948-2492

Technical Events: Neff Castro

(650) 619-6653

Advertising: Theo Burger

(650) 906-5275

model car on his dashboard that's a replica of the full sized car.
Now, that's an enthusiast!

MBCA/SFBA 2017 Events
October
1

First Sunday Drive
Leader: Rico Bautista & Mike
Vasquez

FSD

8

Indian Summer Afternoon

Social

22

MBCA/SFBA Board Meeting & Board Meeting
Planning Meeting

November

Membership:

5

First Sunday Drive
Leader: Barton Lane
Open - Still Need an Event

Director at Large: Laura Castro

(650) 490-0846

TBD

Director at Large: Mikey Vasquez

(619) 734-1529

3

Director at Large: Kevin Larrier

(516) 949-1572

First Sunday Drives:
Harry Andreades

(703) 474-4215

Newsletter: Denise Sheehan

(925) 683-2708

Webmaster: David Sears

(408) 916-8100

MBCA National Business Office
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc.
1907 Lelaray Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909-2872
(800) 637-2360 (Toll Free)
(719) 633-6427 (O); (719)633-9283 (F)

December
Blackhawk Holiday Party
Social
Organizers: Gloria Loventhal &
Lou Piccinini

Our Website
Check it out at: sfba.mbca.org
Upcoming Events
How to Get Involved
Members Recommend Non-club Events
Mercedes Trivia
And More!

Local Shops
San Francisco

Pete's Inc., 1745 Clay Street, San Francisco, 415.441.5896

Mid-Peninsula, San Mateo

MB Garage, 2165 Palm Ave., San Mateo
Campbell

FSD

Mercedes Connexion, 155 Kennedy Ave., Campbell
San Carlos

Eurotech, 171 Industrial Boulevard, San Carlos (650) 654-6805
Link to Eurotech Website
Link to Cassidy Flynn Customer Video
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