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Star Drive to Lick Observatory on Mt. Hamilton
Sunday, September 23

The world's first mountaintop observatory built in 1888, is right here in our own backyard and is still providing scientists with valuable information. After more than a
century of service, the Lick Observatory is still first and foremost a scientific research institution, run by the University of California at Santa Cruz.
At the Lick Observatory, you can go inside the original dome to hear about its history and technological achievements. It's a short walk to the nearby Shane reflector
telescope, where exhibits will explain why it's one of the major telescopes used to discover planets outside our solar system.
There are free tours given every half hour providing information on the importance and accomplishments of the Lick Observatory.
The Lick Observatory is at 4,200 feet elevation, and it will be colder up there than wherever you started from. Take an extra layer of clothing.
Fill your tank before you start up the mountain - there's no gas station up there.
You'll find a gift shop, vending machines, and restrooms, but no place to eat, so make certain to have eaten before we start our journey and bring some favorite
snack foods with you.
Register for the drive on MotorsportReg.com.
We'll meet in the parking lot of the Grandview Restaurant located at 15005 Mt. Hamilton Rd, Mt. Hamilton, CA at 11:30 AM. We will form a caravan and leave at 11:45
AM for the Observatory. It's a narrow, winding road and will take about an hour to reach the top. Be certain to be aware of bicycle riders as it's a popular weekend
riding spot.
To get there from Interstates 101, 280, or 680, take the Alum Rock Avenue exit and head east. Turn right on Mount Hamilton Road (CA route 130) and drive 18.5
miles to the Observatory. From the east, take Interstate 580 west to Interstate 680 south. Then follow the directions above.

Oktoberfest
Saturday, October 13

October First Sunday Drive
October's First Sunday Drive has
been orphaned. We are looking for
a willing leader to adopt it! Leading
an FSD is a relaxed and fun
experience, no different than
following it, except one gets the
pleasure of seeing a row of beautiful
faces in their rearview mirror. If you
have a particularly good road you
want to share with people, this is a
great opportunity to do so. If you
don't, there are a number of routes
all over the Bay Area that can be
provided. FSD's depend on people
volunteering, so this a great
opportunity for someone to give back! Please contact Harry Andreades at 703-474-4215 or ha3w@virginia.edu for
details.

Come join the fun at Teske's Germania Restaurant and celebrate
Oktoberfest on Saturday, October 13th starting at 6:00 p.m. Teske's is
located at 255 N. First St. in San Jose, CA www.teskes-germania.com. We
will drink German beer, eat German food, wear German attire, arrive in our
German vehicles and listen to German music played by The Internationals
from 6:00-11:00 pm. We have limited availability, so be one of the first 30
people to sign up for this fun event on MotorsportReg to reserve your space.

The Labor Day Weekend has come and gone and summer is officially over. How can that be? It feels like
summer just started, but after thinking about all of the fun events and drives that we've experienced over the past
three months, summer has really come and gone. There was the Monterey Wine Weekend, the Wings of
History Museum tour, Highway 1 Dream Drive, Carmel Mission Classics and Legends of the Autobahn. Our
Section's summer was action packed.

2018 First Sunday Drives (FSD)

We have more fun events coming up. This month we'll tour Lick Observatory at Mt. Hamilton in Santa Clara
County and in October we'll celebrate Oktoberfest at Teske's Germania Restaurant in San Jose, CA.

Month
Leader
Location Region
October
November TBD
December No FSD due to Holiday Party

Next month we will have our annual Planning Meeting where we begin to set our calendar of First Sunday Drives
and scheduled events for 2019. To help us put together a calendar that appeals to our membership, please take
a few moments to respond to the survey that was sent out in a separate email.

2019 Planning Meeting
Sunday, October 28
by Lou Piccinini

2018 Events
Month
September

Event
Mt. Hamilton

October
November

Oktoberfest - Dinner at
Germania
Travis AFB

December

Holiday Party

Leader
Sandor
Drobilisch
Sandor
Drobilisch
Sassan &
Kouroush
Behnam
Executive
Board

What type of club events interest you - Social,
Educational or Technical events? And what about
First Sunday Drives? What parts of the surrounding
Bay Area have you never been to or have always
wanted to explore?

Type
Driving &
Educational
Social

This is your club. On October 28th, you'll have an
opportunity to provide your ideas for next year's
events and First Sunday Drives when you attend
our annual Planning Meeting. Help turn your
thoughts and ideas into club events and drives for
2019! Everyone is welcome and we're interested in
hearing your ideas, so don't be shy.

Educational

Social

This year the process is changing a bit. Prior to
attending the meeting, please gather the following
information for the event you want to champion:

Welcome New Members
Tim Bonifay, Vallejo
Dave Conlan, Portola Valley
Phil Davies, Alamo
Ali Elyassi, Santa Clara
Kristopher Ewing, Salinas
Ian Fitz-Simon, Pleasanton
Francis Hizon, Santa Rosa
Raymond Jay, Olympia, WA
Carl Prather, Gilroy
Doluca Sinan, Saratoga

Event type (Driving, Social, Education or Technical)
Location. We like to have events in the North Bay, South Bay, East Bay and SF/Peninsula areas to reach all of
our members.
Hours
Permits or reservations required
Estimated cost
Time facility must be reserved prior to event
Contact name at facility
First Sunday Drives
Ideas are great, but leading a drive is even more fun! Plan and lead a drive to exactly where you want to go and
experience a trail of Mercedes following you in your rear-view mirror. Now, that doesn't happen every day and I can tell
you from experience, it's a sight to behold!
It's easy and fun to lead an event or a First Sunday Drive, and we have Activity and First Sunday Drive Director's that
can provide guidance if needed.
Remember, this is your club, so don't let someone else decide next year's events and drives that you'll be attending.

Save the Date - Saturday, December 1st
San Francisco Bay Area Mercedes Benz Club Annual Holiday Party
Your suggestions for club activities are always
welcome!
Please feel free to contact your Officers to talk about
any club-related matter!

"Sail into the Holidays at the Spinnaker Restaurant in Sausalito"

Visit our club website for up-to-date information on
club events.
sfba.mbca.org

Section Leadership
President: Lou Piccinini

(650) 291-2805

Vice President: Dr. Barton Lane

(650) 948-2492

Secretary: Sally Hinds

(408) 480-6826

10:30AM-2:30 PM

(510) 486-0375
Treasurer: Nadine Prah

10:30- Passport to Sausalito Shops
11:30- Show and Shine in front of the Spinnaker

Past President: Gloria Loventhal

(408) 823-6400

Activities: Dr. Barton Lane

(650) 948-2492

Tech. Events: Kourosh Behnam &
Sassan Behnam

(408) 656-2028
(408) 707-0331

Advertising: Theo Burger

(650) 906-5275

12:00- Champagne and hors d'oeuvres.
12:30- Luncheon- No host bar and Program
2:30 -Happy Holidays
We will support the Toys for Tots program.
Registration will be available through MotorsportReg beginning in October. Please save the date and attend what
promises to be a fun and great way to sail into the holiday season.
Chairs:
Gloria Loventhal, Bill Manson, Lou Piccinini

Membership:
Director at Large: Mikey Vasquez

(619) 734-1529
September First Sunday Drive Report
The Great Marin Cheese Tour III

Director at Large:
First Sunday Drives:
Harry Andreades

(703) 474-4215

Newsletter: Denise Sheehan

(925) 683-2708

Webmaster: David Sears

(408) 916-8100

MBCA National Business Office
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc.
1907 Lelaray Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909-2872
(800) 637-2360 (Toll Free)
(719) 633-6427 (O); (719)633-9283 (F)

Other Events of Interest
Doug Storkovich and his wife, Sydney Reed, planned a great First Sunday Drive for the Labor Day Weekend, starting
at San Rafael and ending in Pt. Reyes, as members drove the back roads of Marin County exploring 3 different
Cheese store where artisan cheeses are made.
Members met at the Starbucks parking lot and fueled up with coffee to be wide-eyed and ready to negotiate the
winding back roads of Marin County. We had 27 members attend with a variety of vintage and newer Mercedes-Benz
vehicles. Not only did our members wander the parking lot admiring other member's cars, but we also caught the
attention of a number of passerby's who stopped to admire our cars and we may have even gotten a few of those to
sign up as new section members.
We had a great representation of Mercedes-Benz models ranging from the 1950's through 2018. Just to name a few,
we had a vintage 220S cabriolet, 220 SE and 280 SE coupes, Pagoda's, 450 SL's, a rare 450 SLC, 500 and 550
SL's, and a variety of C, E and S class models. We couldn't be missed as we traveled in a caravan to our first stop
at Nicasio Valley Cheese Company in Nicasio, where members sampled and filled their coolers with their favorite
cheeses. We then continued on Marin French Cheese Company in Petaluma, where we continued to sample more
cheese. And, we made one more stop at Cowgirl Creamery located at Pt. Reyes Station where some members
picked up picnic foods and others ate at local eateries and browsed through the boutique shops. It was a beautiful
warm day that was perfect to take a relaxing stroll and enjoy the Labor Day weekend.

Biscotti and Cars
First Saturday Each Month
Sausalito
********************************************
.

Canepa Cars and Coffee
Second Saturday Each Month
April to October
Scotts Valley

Our Website
Check it out at: sfba.mbca.org
Upcoming Events
How to Get Involved
Members Recommend Non-club Events
Mercedes Trivia
And More!

Carmel Mission Classic

Where are the 350's?
Joel Camarda San Francisco Bay Area MBCA

For the first time this year the Carmel Mission Classic included a Mercedes Corral.

Seven members participated in

this gem of a car show, held on the Wednesday of Car Week in Monterey. The smaller size of the show does not
detract from the interest or importance of the cars, but rather makes it much more digestible. A handmade multimillion dollar Pagani Huayra hypercar sits casually next to the heirloom Rolls Royce of a local family. The full arc of
automotive technology is on display, from a 1919 Franklin, with its overhead valves exposed, to the stunning
computer controlled, turbo boosted, 550hp 2018 Mercedes GT C. Background music was provided by a jazz combo,
The short answer is nowhere. Everyone who has one is keeping it.
But I really have more to say. On April 2, I lost my 8 ½ year old Heidi,
my 2009 C350 sports sedan. I was broadsided by a Prius (of all things)
who ran a red lite and T-boned us. The repair cost was equal to the blue
book, so the insurance folks called it a write off. Heidi was good as
new, despite 163,000 miles. I was not really ready to buy a new car. I
was not mentally prepared. I usually have a car purchase decision well
researched and decided in advance. With MBs' I do not have to do that

playing nostalgic standards from the 30's and 40's, and a very cool Argentine Harp player.
The show is elegant and friendly, the mid-week traffic is manageable, the parking is close and easy, the
surroundings couldn't be more attractive, and the proceeds go 100% to support charities of the Knights of Columbus.

Highway 1, Dream Drive

too often so I get many years and miles of decision-free happy motoring
intervals. I've had 5 MBs over the past 26 years, usually two at a time,
one for me, one for spouse. No sexual discrimination in the Camarda
family.
For the rest of the story ... click here.

For Sale
2016 C Class

Almost 10 percent of the 80 cars that participated in the "Dream Drive" on August 9th commemorating the reopening
of Highway 1 were driven by SFBA MBCA members. This gala event was an unforgettable experience for car
enthusiasts. The 80 cars that took part in the drive were selected to represent the eight decades that Highway 1 has
been open through the Central Coast. The drive started in Monterey with a ceremonial lap around the Laguna Seca
Racetrack, and ended at Morrow Bay with a sunset beach barbecue in the shadow of Morrow Rock. Cars driven by
club members included a 2011 550SL and a 1957 300SL, the newest and the oldest.
Click here to see the album.
Click here for a video of the lap around Laguna Seca.
Immaculate cardinal red over beige 2016 C class with only 4500 miles.
Always garaged and serviced by MB.Two free services remaining plus
balance of original warranty. P1, entertainment pkg, moonroof.. Just
bought a W126 for my daily driver! $34,900 For contact info click here.
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