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2012 CALENDAR OF COMINg ACTIVITIES

AUG 5 First Sunday Drive
AUG 11* Mercedes Heritage Tech Event
 Richard Simonds (650) 592-7613
AUG 17 Legends of the Autobahn
 Laura Simonds (650) 592-7613
AUG 17* Monterey Dinner, Mauna Wagner (925) 934-7220
SEPT 2 First Sunday Drive
SEPT 30* Oktoberfest, Kara Pannu (415) 205-0790
OCT 5-7* Sierra Nevada Rally, Robert Schilling (650) 619-7550

*Reservation form on page 9, or register online at http://sections.mbca.
org/sfba/section_calendar.htm

LEgENDS 2012 
ELEVATES “WOW” FACTOR

Participants at Legends of the Autobahn 2012 can expect to see 
several new and novel things:

•	 More special displays of classic Mercedes-Benz cars
•	 German travel book give-away to all registrants
•	 Drawings for a free MBCA membership
•	 New event signage
•	 New “Join and Show” tent for those who join MBCA that day
•	 Addition of Audi Club North America as the 4th German 

marque  

Join enthusiasts at Legends of the Autobahn 2012, on Friday, 
August 17, held on the greens of the Rancho Cañada Golf Club in 
Carmel Valley, California. But you need to register NOW, because all 
registration closes on August 10. 

This one-day MBCA national special event will feature separate club 
concours judging sites and combined corral parking areas. In addition 
to mingling among these precision cars, there will be food, displays, 
club booths, and a Spaten Biergarten. 

For those interested in entering the MBCA Concours in one of six judged 
classes for 1992 and older vehicles, a $75 entry fee will apply, and to 
display any vintage in the corral, $40. A gourmet buffet lunch and event 

MERCEDES 
HERITAgE THRIVES

by Richard Simonds, Technical Director

What: Technical Event at Mercedes Heritage 
 Showroom and Shop
When: Saturday, August 11, 2012
 9:30 a.m. – noon
Where: 1315 Rollins Road, Burlingame
Cost:  $7 per person

Roy Spencer, MBCA member and owner of 
Mercedes Heritage Showroom and Shop, will 
show us vehicles currently in restoration, on 
display, and/or for purchase at this technical 
event. We will have an opportunity to see one 
of the most extensive databases on Mercedes-
Benz SLs in the country. Our technical event 
will offer participants a chance to query the 
database and the Mercedes Heritage team 
about fine points of Mercedes-Benz vehicles. 
Roy has expanded his “Our SL” business to 
include a wider array of services for a broader 
spectrum of M-B vehicles, with an emphasis 
on the classics. This event was sold out a few 
years ago when it was held at the “Our SL” 
facility. Roy has moved to a much more usable 
building, and we’ll also get a tour of his new 
place. A new feature at Mercedes Heritage 
is a collection of fine automotive art from the 
‘50s and ‘60s. A new offering is a large format 
stretched canvas giclee of Paul O’Shea drifting 
the 300SLS competition roadster at Riverside 
in 1956. 

As usual, morning treats will be at 9:30 a.m. The 
tour and technical discussion will go from 10:00 
a.m. until approximately noon.

Reservation deadline is August 3 or when limit 
is reached. Please register online at http://
sections.mbca.org/sfba/section_calendar.htm 
(or form on page 9). Questions? Contact Richard 
Simonds at (650) 592-7613 or rsimonds@
pacbell.net.

(Continued on page 3)
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BOARD MEMBER’S MESSAgE
by Jerry Terstiege, Director at Large

Why We Belong

For many members, the bi-monthly Star magazine provides excellent 
value for the annual $49 dues. Information about new Mercedes models, 
articles on old models, maintenance tips, solutions for common technical 
problems, racing news, tours through Germany and elsewhere, buyers’ 
guides to earlier model series, classified ads from parts and service 
suppliers, and glorious photos provide something for everyone’s interest. 

The Mercedes-Benz Club of America website at www.mbca.org has a 
wealth of information for members, including how to save $1,000 on 
a new Mercedes, access to forums containing specialized technical, 
maintenance and repair information, news about all sections, discounts 
for members, and much more. Spend some time on the site.

The monthly SFBA Section newsletter gives information on local 
activities and events—what is planned, how to register, and reports of 
completed events, including photos of attendees. Online registration 
for events is now available by going to http://sections.mbca.org/sfba/
section_calendar.htm. Also the newsletter includes local commercial 
and classified ads, including discount offers. A directory of the section’s 
leadership gives the names and contact information for the dozen 
volunteers that guide the section.

Local section events are usually planned for the next year at a Board of 
Directors Meeting in October or November—open to all members. Do 
you have an idea for a great event? Bring it to the Planning Meeting. This 
is your chance to make it happen.

Some members attend many of the local events. Others are attracted to 
the technical events. Some watch for and attend events in their vicinity, 
and others attend events that gain entrance to unique auto collections, 
such as the recent Blackhawk Museum visit.

There is usually one overnight scenic driving event each year, perhaps 
a rally, with interesting stops along the way at wineries, cheese makers, 
and other attractions and a chance to join those on the tour for dinner. 
First Sunday Drives are open to all Mercedes owners, not just club 
members. The routes change monthly, using old scenic byways, driving 
off from the starting point at 10:00 a.m. and ending at a place where 
a good lunch can be had. If you have an idea for a great First Sunday 
Drive, share it with the coordinator at benzboi@FirstSundayDrives.com.

Do your neighbors or co-workers drive a Mercedes? Show them the 
benefits of the club and sponsor their membership (using www.mbca.
org). In addition to adding a new dimension to their Mercedes ownership, 
your membership will be extended a month as a reward for your efforts.

Western Regional Director,
AllEN WREN
916.988.0225
mbcawestrd@comcast.net

WANTED: EDITOR 
Volunteer needed for Newsletter Editor. After many years, I will 
be stepping down as Newsletter Editor at the end of this year with 
the December issue. This is a very important job in SFBA Section. 
It’s the main communication tool with our members. This position 
is also a member of the board for SFBA Section (which meets only 
quarterly).

If you have an interest or experience in being editor, please contact 
me now at simondsl@pacbell.net or (650) 592-7613. Let’s talk about 
what’s required and the process. I’m happy to work with the new 
editor for a smooth transition, so please don’t think you’ll be “left 
dangling.”
--from Laura Simonds, Editor
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Yet another great drive in July—it was an “All Tops Down” 
drive. Of the more than 20 cars in attendance, almost all 
were convertibles. There was a complete generation of 
SL’s from the 1950’s 190SL and 300SL to the latest SL55, 
with Pagoda’s and 107’s in between. Each car was eager 
to enjoy the sun and scenery of the incomparable Carmel 
Valley, south along Highway 1, ending in Big Sur.

First Sunday Events are casual driving events that are held 
on the first Sunday of every month. To be notified of the next 
First Sunday event and for more information to links, event 
photos, please find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
FirstSundayDrives, or go to www.FirstSundayDrives.com, or 
send an e-mail to join@FirstSundayDrives.com. 

FIRST SuNDAY DRIVESAuTuMN IS 
OKTOBERFEST TIME
by Kara Christelle Pannu, Hospitality Director

What: Oktoberfest
When: Sunday, September 30, 2012, 1:00 p.m.
Where: Pier 48, San Francisco
Cost: $25 per person

Come join us at “one of the 10 best places to celebrate 
Oktoberfest in the US” (by AOL Travel) on Sunday, September 
30 at 1:00 p.m. This is the very special 123rd “German Sunday” 
when we will drink German beer, eat German food, wear 
German attire, while arriving in our German vehicles (some of 
which will be on a casual concours-type display for the crowd).

It began with the Royal Wedding on October 12, 1810. Crown 
Prince Ludwig, later to become King Ludwig I, was married to 
Princess Therese of Saxony-Hildburghausen. The citizens of 
Munich were invited to attend the festivities held on the fields 
in front of the city gates to celebrate the happy royal event. 
Horse races marked the close of the event, and the decision 
to repeat the horse races in subsequent years gave rise to the 
tradition of Oktoberfest. Let’s keep the German tradition going 
and dance to the 21-piece Chico Bavarian Band.

Please don’t miss this festive event at the reasonable price of 
$25 per person. It includes a beer in a commemorative mug 
and a pretzel as well as tons of fun and music. All of your 
MBCA friends will be seated at our own private table. We can 
all enjoy the German parade which begins at 2:00 p.m. The 
event is in a larger and better venue this year (Pier 48 instead 
of Pier 39), and the hall will be filled with that festive vibe on 
this very special German Sunday.

Don’t miss the chance to show your German pride! Reservation 
deadline is Sept. 20. Please register online at http://sections.
mbca.org/sfba/section_calendar.htm (or form on page 9). 
Questions? Contact Kara Pannu at (415) 205-0790 or 
pannukara@yahoo.com. 

NEWS & NOTES
Holiday Gala, December 8—Do you know the way to San Jose? 
Our Holiday Gala Weekend will be on Saturday, December 8, 
at the Fairmont Hotel in San Jose. It will be a Twilight Time 
Gala from 5:00-8:00 p.m. Co-chairmen are Gloria Loventhal 
(glorialov@gmail.com) and Mauna Wagner (maunaw@aol.
com).

SFBA Section Spring 2012 Raffle Winners—Wow, of the 
23 winners in the Spring 2012 MBCA Raffle, three were in our 
own SFBA Section. “Anonymous” was the first prize winner of 
$10,000. Thomas Uniack and Grace Refuerzo both won a $500 
Dealer Gift Card. Congratulations to each of you! So, it proves 
that you can be a winner—just buy the raffle ticket first. Look for 
the Fall 2012 Raffle in several months, then participate, and you 
might be a lucky winner too!

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS
June 2012

(Order name badges from the National Business Office,            
(800) 637-2360, or online at the Club Store www.mbca.org.)

Daniel Barnard, San Mateo
Oscar Crovetto, San Jose
John Marks, Rio Vista
Oscar Molina & Joanna Perez, San Francisco
John Nickols, Novato
Tony Russomanno, Santa Cruz
James Sterling, Chico
Tom Tawa, Sausalito

LEgENDS 2012 
(Continued from page 1)

polo shirts are optional purchases. For spectators, there is a 
nominal donation at the neighboring church parking lot. 

To register, go to www.motorsportreg.com. Scroll down to 
“August 17” then to “MBCA—Legends of the Autobahn” (not 
BMWCCA, PCA, or Audi). Your registration will go directly 
to MBCA. You can also check www.legendsoftheautobahn.
org for up-to-the-minute details and a link to the registration 
website.

For additional information, contact Laura Simonds, (650) 
592-7613, simondsl@pacbell.net. 
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LEGENDS OF THE
AUTOBAHN

Share the Excitement of this Legendary Event
During the World-Famous Monterey Classic Car Week

Friday, August 17, 2012      
Rancho Cañada Golf Club, Carmel Valley, CA

Open to the Public | Judged Classes & Corral | Awards
Refreshments | Media | All-Day Fun!

Register before August 1, 2012 at www.motorsportreg.com
Scroll to “August 17” then to “MBCA – Legends of the Autobahn”

For event details and a registration link, go to
www.legendsoftheautobahn.org and click on the MBCA logo

or Mercedes-Benz name.

For information, contact Laura Simonds at 650.592.7613
or simondsl@pacbell.net

Four German Marques.
One Unforgettable Concours.

20
12

uNWIND AT DINNER 
AFTER LEgENDS

by Mauna Wagner, Secretary

What:  Cocktails and Dinner
When:  Friday, August 17, 2012, 4:00 p.m.
Where:  Monterey Peninsula Yacht Club, 
Monterey
Cost:  $40 per person

The Monterey Peninsula Yacht Club will be the 
perfect venue for cocktails and dinner following 
the Legends of the Autobahn Concours on 
Friday, August 17. Our evening will start at 4:00 
p.m. with appetizers and no-host cocktails in the 
bar and on the deck overlooking the Monterey 
Harbor. Dinner will be served at 5:00 p.m., 
making an early evening for those who need to 
rest up for the weekend or travel home.

Cost for the dinner is $40 per person and 
includes your choice of New York Steak or 
Seafood entrée, along with salad, side, and 
dessert. This uniquely charming club is casual, 
so feel free to come directly from the Legends 
concours field.

Reservations will be accepted in the order that 
payment is received. Are you displaying a car at 
the Legends of the Autobahn? In the event of a 
waiting list, preference for reservations will be 
given to those that are displaying a vehicle at 
the Legends event. Space is limited.

Please register online at http://sections.mbca.
org/sfba/section_calendar.htm (or form on page 
9). You will receive an e-mail confirmation, 
along with additional information. Questions 
about the dinner should be directed to Mauna 
Wagner at maunaw@aol.com or (925) 934-
7220. Questions about Legends of the 
Autobahn should be directed to Laura Simonds 
at simondsl@pacbell.net or (650) 592-7613.

WANTED: VOLuNTEERS AND JuDgES …for Legends. 

Volunteer jobs include set up on Thursday afternoon, vehicle check-in, field placement, hosting in the MBCA tent, assembling 
registrants’ gift bags, and (the ever-popular) clean up. If you’d like to help, contact Laura Simonds at (650) 592-7613 or 
simondsl@pacbell.net.

We’re also looking for concours judges. If you’d like to be a judge, contact Richard Simonds at (650) 592-7613 or rsimonds@
pacbell.net.
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 S pring into S ummer
Service event

Over 40 Years experience. Serving San Mateo county. Since 1974
Eurotech Complete Auto Care

Eurotech Complete 
Auto Care

171 Industrial Rd. 
San Carlos, CA 94070

Visit us online 
www.eurotechco.com

Service Hours 
Mon-Fri 8:00am-5:00pm 
Weekend and afterhours 

appointments may be available.

Call us at  
650-654-6805

Quality service work at your convenience. Our written warranty meets or exceeds factory 
specifications. Our repairs will not effect the warranty on your vehicle. Unlike some Mercedes-Benz 
Dealerships, we are not corporate-owned & do not recommend unnecessary services. Stop by 
or schedule an appointment for free inspection and meet our honest and professional staff.

Your Service Team,

Eurotech Complete Auto Care

Dare to Compare Service Specials 
with Exclusive 40% discount Offers*

Call To Schedule a Service Appointment

171 Industrial Rd., San Carlos, CA 94070  |  www.eurotechco.com

Dare to Compare? You’ll Save $$$$$

Based on Autobahn Motors 2012 Competitive Price Comparison List. Service Prices do not include tax and hazard waste disposal fees. Eurotech 
Complete Auto Care prices valid through September 3, 2012. Competitor prices subject to change without notice. Prices are based on a 2003 E320.  
** AMG, Maybach and vehicles equipped with Distronic or SBC may be higher. *Continental 245-45-R17

Competitor polybelt
replacement

automatic 
transmission 

Service 
(722.6 transmission)

tire rotation 
& Balance

engine Cooling 
System Flush

4-Wheel 
alignment tire*

Smythe european $235.68 $440.00 $89.95 $124.95 $169.95 $248.75

park avenue motors $237.00 $350.00 $95.00 $125.00 $169.00 $205.00

mercedes-Benz of 
San Francisco $255.00 $448.30 $107.00 $84.50 $179.95 $205.00

autobahn motors $199.88 $349.88 $69.88 $129.88 $210.00 $205.00

eurotech Complete 
auto Care $138.88 $288.88 $28.88 $86.88 $88.88 $168.88

CoLLISIoN SerVICeS
Up to 25% off dealer 
estimate for any collision 
related services. 25%*

off
•	FREE Smog Check coupon 

with service over $250  
• Free Car wash with all services
• Free air condition inspection

• Free Car appraising with 
some services

• Free Windshield repair 
with some services

*Call for details.
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CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE: MB Publications and Literature. The Star 
magazine, all issues 1985-2012. Mercedes “Oldtimer” 
Classic Calendars, large format, years 2004, 2006, 
2007, 2008. Photos by Markus Bolsinger. Many other 
publications including sales literature 1960s-present. 
Details available. Best offer. Contact Tracy Storer in 
Palo Alto at (650) 321-2709 or tstorer@pacbell.net.

Please support our commercial advertisers! They 
support our club. Be sure to tell them that you’re 
a member of the club and saw their ad in this 
newsletter.

[Remember, classified ads are free to members, 
$25 for non-members. Your classified ad will 
appear both in the newsletter and on our web site 
for one month. Send your “for sale” or “wanted” 
ad to Laura Simonds, editor, simondsl@pacbell.
net, or (650) 592-6318 fax.]

ENJOY AuTuMN AT 
SIERRA NEVADA RALLY

by Robert Schilling, Ex-Officio

What: Sierra Nevada Rally (regional event)
When: October 5-7, 2012
Where: Genoa, Nevada
Cost: $100 per person (plus lodging)

The turning fall foliage of the Sierras should provide a 
stunning backdrop of color along the scenic back roads 
route of the Sierra Nevada Rally over the first weekend 
in October. This Western Regional event, hosted by the 
San Francisco Bay Area Section, is open to all MBCA 
members and should draw Mercedes enthusiasts from 
Northern and Central California and Northern Nevada.  
 
The weekend includes a Friday night Welcome Reception 
and a great “fun” rally followed by a western-themed 
Awards Banquet on Saturday. Sunday is yours to explore 
the Carson Valley area on your own or join one of the First 
Sunday Drive routes back toward your home destination.  
 
The Saturday rally is not complicated and technical. Think 
part poker run, part treasure hunt, part trivia quiz, and 
part crossword puzzle. Add a great awards banquet with 
wonderful prizes, and you’ve got the idea!

Our host hotel is one of Nevada’s finest historical 
properties. The 1862 David Walley’s Hot Springs Resort 
is celebrating its 150th anniversary of offering healing 
natural hot springs and spa services to travelers including 
the riders of the Pony Express. After your arrival, you 
might need to “take the waters” in one of seven natural 
hot springs or two pools—and massage and other full 
spa services are available with appointment. For photos 
and more resort information, visit their website at www.
DavidWalleys-resort.com. We have negotiated great rates 
at this premium resort! $79 nightly for a hotel-style room 
and $109 nightly for an apartment-style one-bedroom suite.  
 
Cost for the event is $100 per person and includes Welcome 
Reception appetizers, a box lunch for the Saturday rally and 
the Awards Banquet dinner. Please register for the event 
online at http://sections.mbca.org/sfba/section_calendar.
htm (or form on page 9). Registration deadline is September 
19, but seating is limited at our very special award banquet 
venue, so make your reservations early! Promotional 
pricing codes for the negotiated room rates will be provided 
with your registration confirmation so you can make your 
reservations directly with the hotel. Please contact Robert 
Schilling at res.mbca@offserver.com if you have questions 
or would like to volunteer to assist with this event.

MEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
We’re proud to recognize our SFBA Section members who 
have recently celebrated a milestone MBCA membership 
anniversary. We appreciate that you’re part of MBCA 
and hope that you continue to enjoy the benefits of your 
membership for a long time. Congratulations!

Alfred Gerhardt, Monte Sereno, 30 years
Steve Baker, Monterey, 20 years
Andrew Shyers, Oakland, 20 years
Gene Prat, Kentfield, 20 years
Donald Hass & John Ko, Alameda, 15 years
John Mazibrook, Walnut Creek, 10 years
Nino Filous & G. Reyes, Millbrae, 10 years
Charles & Billie Furr, Jackson, MS, 10 years
Peter & Kim Lauber, Redwood City, 10 years
Ray Thompson, Novato, 10 years
Gordon Uhlmann, San Francisco, 10 years
Randy Vogel, Oakland, 10 years
Lois Wong, San Mateo, 5 years
Richard Solomon, Belvedere, 5 years
Robert Kreb & Theresa Biagi, Los Gatos, 5 years
Chris Kirn, Palo Alto, 5 years
Tris Thomson, San Francisco, 5 years
Dennis Caponigro, Pleasanton, 5 years
Jeremy Nichols, Santa Rosa, 5 years
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MEET YOuR BOARD MEMBERS
Laura Simonds, Newsletter Editor

My husband Richard knows that I don’t like to drive manual transmissions. So, in 2007 while we were at StarTech in Washington, 
DC, he said “I want to show you a car that’s for sale.” He knew my response would be “Is it automatic?” “Of course!” he said.

We both immediately bonded with that blue 1969 280S and made a deal on the spot with the owner (president of the MBCA 
Keystone Section in Pennsylvania). A few weeks later Richard and a fellow SFBA member drove it from Pennsylvania to San 
Carlos. 

We give our cars names, and it was very easy for this one—Blue Belle. Then I decided to give Richard a personalized license 
plate as a Christmas gift, but as you might guess, every possible spelling of Blue Belle was already taken in California. Our friend 
Nate Lander at the MB Classic Center suggested the German version “Blau Belle” and of course it was available. Problem solved! 

We take Blue Belle to many club activities and 
have entered her in several concours and car 
shows. She’s even won a few awards—no first 
place yet, but we don’t mind because she’s a 
“driver.” She just got all new carpeting and looks 
even better! In July she went up to the Forest 
Grove (Oregon) Concours where Mercedes 
was the featured marque. This month she’ll be 
on the field awaiting the judges at Legends of 
the Autobahn. 

Truth be told, yes, I really enjoy driving Blue 
Belle and appreciate her easy handling (i.e. 
automatic transmission). Her classic styling is 
almost timeless. Long live, Blue Belle!
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OKTOBERFEST
Sunday, September 30, 2012

RESERVATION FORM

Names of attendees:
Address:
City/Zip:
Phone:
Email:

First Event:  Y    N

____ persons @ $25 ea. = $________

Make checks payable to SFBA/MBCA and mail to:

Ann Bornstein
61 Devon Court

Watsonville, CA 95076
(831) 786-0782, annstitcher@charter.net

Reservation deadline Sept. 20. For confirmation, include 
phone # or email above, or register online at http://
sections.mbca.org/sfba/section_calendar.htm.

MONTEREY PENINSULA YACHT CLUB DINNER
Friday, August 17, 2012
RESERVATION FORM

Names of attendees:
Address:
City/Zip:
Phone:
E-mail:

First Event:    Y      N

Display car @ Legends of Autobahn:  Y    N
Phone day of event: _______________

____ NY Steak @ $40 per person = $________
____ Seafood  @ $40 per person = $________
       Total enclosed:    $________

Make check payable to SFBA/MBCA and mail to:

Mauna Wagner
31 Banbridge Place

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
(925) 934-7220, maunaw@aol.com

For confirmation, include e-mail or phone # above. 
Conformation will be sent in order of payment received, or 
register online at http://sections.mbca.org/sfba/section_
calendar.htm.

MERCEDES HERITAGE TECHNICAL EVENT 
Saturday, August 11, 2012 

RESERVATION FORM

Names of attendees: 
Address: 
City/Zip: 
Phone: 
E-mail:

First Event:  Y    N

Enter a question about classic Mercedes-Benz vehicles to 
have the topic covered at the event (if possible).

____  persons @ $7 ea. = $_______

Make check payable to SFBA/MBCA and mail to:

Richard Simonds 
2909 Brittan Avenue 

San Carlos, CA  94070-3520 
(650) 592-7613, rsimonds@pacbell.net

Reservation deadline, August 3 or when limit is reached. 
For confirmation, include phone # or e-mail above, or 
register online at http://sections.mbca.org/sfba/section_
calendar.htm. 

SIERRA NEVADA RALLY
October 5-7, 2012

RESERVATION FORM

Names of attendees:
Address:
City/Zip:
Phone:
Email:

First Event:  Y    N

_____ persons @ $100 ea. = $________

Make checks payable to SFBA/MBCA and mail to:

Robert Schilling
PO Box 181

Minden, NV 89423
(650) 619-7550, res.mbca@offserver.com

Reservation deadline Sept. 19. For confirmation, include 
email or phone number above. Confirmation will be sent 
upon receipt of registration, or register online at http://
sections.mbca.org/sfba/section_calendar.htm.
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