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2012 CALENDAR OF COMING ACTIVITIES

NOV 3 Chardonnay Cruise, Sandor Drobilisch (408) 782-2305 
NOV 4 First Sunday Drive
DEC 2 First Sunday Drive
DEC 8* Holiday Party, Gloria Loventhal (408) 823-6400

*Register online at http://sections.mbca.org/sfba/section_calendar.htm 
(or form on page 7)

TOUR OF INTERNATIONAL CUISINES AT HOLIDAY GALA 
by Gloria Loventhal and Mauna Wagner, Co-Chairs

What: Holiday Celebration & Member Appreciation Where: The Fairmont Hotel San Jose, Pagoda Room
When: Saturday, December 8, 2012, 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Cost: $55 per person, all inclusive

Please join us at twilight for a tour of five international culinary regions with wonderful wine pairings. The French Chef is creating 
a special menu of small plates and a selection of wines especially for us. France, Italy, Japan, and California will be well 
represented—along with Germany, home of Mercedes-Benz! Music will be provided by the Classy Jazz Trio, and there will be a 

no-host bar for those wishing cocktails. Because this is our annual Member 
Appreciation celebration, the cost is only $55 per person, and you will need 
your member number to register.

The Fairmont is making 25 guest rooms available to us at $109, plus 
applicable taxes and fees, for those who wish to stay overnight. Make your 
reservations by going to The Fairmont website at https://resweb.passkey.
com/go/themercedesbenzclub to reserve at this special rate. Reservations 
for these 25 rooms must be made by November 21, 2012 to qualify for the 
special rate. Additional rooms may be available at the hotel’s regular rate. 
There will be plenty of parking available, both at the hotel and in nearby 
lots.

In keeping with the holiday spirit, you’ll have an opportunity to participate 
in The Fairmont’s Pajama Drive. If you wish to contribute, please bring 
children’s new pajamas to donate to this worthwhile cause.

Downtown San Jose will be all decked out for the holidays, with “Christmas 
in the Park” right across from the hotel. Please register online http://
sections.mbca.org/sfba/section_calendar.htm to be a part of our 
celebration. Registration deadline is November 28. Attire is black tie 
optional. Food, wine, generosity, and camaraderie in a beautiful setting—
this will be an unmatched experience! 

Questions? Contact Gloria Loventhal at glorialov@gmail.com or (408) 
823-6400, or Mauna Wagner at maunaw@aol.com or (925) 934-7220.

HOW DID HE 
DO THAT?

by Laura Simonds, Editor

As newsletter editor, I’m taking editorial privilege 
here to share something that I think is amazing. 
The challenge: how do you pack for a 10-day 
trip in a small car? Especially when you have 
to take stuff for several different purposes? 
That’s what my husband Richard had to figure 
out when he led the West Coast Star Trip to 
StarFest in Phoenix in our 1965 230SL. Well, 
I was absolutely blown away with how he 
accomplished this great feat. I couldn’t resist 
sharing the “Before and After Packing” pictures 
with you. 

For your viewing pleasure (and maybe a good 
smile or chuckle), here’s the “Before Packing” 
picture. Look on page 3 for the “After Packing” 
picture.
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BOARD MEMBER’S MESSAGE
by Laura Simonds, Newsletter Editor

Keeping It Fresh: Club Leadership

One of the other hats that I wear in MBCA is chairman of the 
National Leadership Committee. The “committee’s aim is to 
foster and develop leadership skill and growth through training 
and programs for Section Officers and members interested 
in building and strengthening their Section.” In MBCA 
that’s accomplished in various ways: creating a Leadership 
Guide; developing and implementing a Leadership Program 
that may include seminars or workshops; publishing “Turn 
Signals” (the committee’s newsletter); and fostering effective 
communications between all levels of the organization.

Maybe it’s because of my near-30-year professional career in 
publishing of business management books and assessments, 
but I have a passion for leadership development. I believe 
it’s critical for the survival of organizations. Developing future 
leaders is the right path for a vibrant, energized, and sustained 
organization. “Leaders for life” can become dangerous to the 
lifeblood of an organization. 

In September during the 2012 StarFest in Phoenix, the National 
Leadership Committee held a workshop. Leaders from across 
the club—from Florida, Georgia, Texas, California, Colorado, 
and more—participated. Everyone shared “best practices” 
and brainstormed ideas and suggestions for leadership 
development. It was a very lively experience! 

We face the challenge of developing leaders in MBCA, and 
sometimes even in our own SFBA Section. At the beginning 
of 2012 the SFBA board of directors established a Leadership 
Task Force that was charged with creating a leadership vision 
and action plan. As a result of their good work, new potential 
leaders were identified and introduced to the tasks and 
responsibilities of club leadership, and some of them will take 
new leadership positions in 2013. 

I was very proud to share our section’s vision and action plan 
at the workshop during StarFest. It was impressive, and I 
could see that the “lights went on” for many participants. It 
sparked lots of discussion and provided incentive for other 
sections to adopt. 

If you’re interested in learning more about the opportunities to 
become involved in SFBA Section, please contact any of the 
board members (see the directory immediately to the right). 
It might be something very small, like planning and leading a 
First Sunday Drive or just assisting an event coordinator. Of 
course there are bigger opportunities too. We welcome the 
chance to talk with you. 

Western Regional Director,
AllEN WREN
916.988.0225
mbcawestrd@comcast.net
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With so much to choose from on what was supposed to 
be our October drive, i.e. Fleet Week/Blue Angels, Giants 
baseball playoffs, both Cal and Stanford playing in town, 
plus the 49ers, and all the street fairs, I hope everyone found 
something to do to occupy their time. With that said, please 
let me introduce myself. My name is Shawn Merrill, and I am 
your new FSD administrator, taking over the role from James 
Lindstrom. Some of you already know me—I drive the white 
2011 E550 Cabriolet with the vanity plate “her2011.” I look 
forward to seeing you on November 4 when we will be driving 
through the East Bay from Castro Valley to Crockett. I can 
always be reached by email at her2011@firstsundaydrives.
com if you have any questions. And, of course, I welcome 
route ideas and suggestions.

First Sunday Drives are casual driving events that are held on the 
first Sunday of every month. To be notified of the next First Sunday 
Drive and for more information to links and event photos, please 
find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/FirstSundayDrives, 
or go to www.FirstSundayDrives.com, or send an email to 
join@FirstSundayDrives.com to join the distribution email list. 
Questions? Contact FSD administrator Shawn Merrill at her2011@
firstsundaydrives.com.

FIRST SUNDAY DRIVES

NEWS & NOTES
Chardonnay Sailing Tour & Lunch, November 3, 2012. The 
deadline for this wonderful event was October 22. The tour 
includes a 70-foot sailboat cruise on the Chardonnay yacht out 
of Santa Cruz Harbor, with lots of good food, wines, beers, and 
soft drinks, while enjoying the magical view from the deck of this 
magnificent vessel. The cruise and lunch will be from 10:30 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m., and cost is $75 per person. To find out if there’s still 
space available, contact Sandy Drobilisch at (408) 782-2305.

Fall 2013 MBCA Raffle. This holiday, you could dress up your 
driveway with a new Mercedes! Purchase a $50 raffle ticket by 
December 3 for your chance to win cash—enough to buy a new 
Mercedes! First prize $50,000; second prize $10,000; third prize 
$5,000; and fourth prize (5 of them) $1,000. Average odds of 
winning: 1 in 3,154. You can’t win unless you play. And, just ask 
some of your fellow SFBA members who have won in the past 
two raffles—they played and won! You can purchase tickets by 
returning the flyer that was mailed to you, or go to www.mbca.org, 
or call (800) 637-2360. 

Change in MBCA Loyalty Reward in 2013. This is an early 
alert that the member benefit MBCA Loyalty Reward discount 
will change in 2013. Since January 2011, qualifying MBCA 
members have been able to take $1,000 off the price of a new 
Mercedes—including model years 2011, 2012, and 2013—at their 
U.S. authorized Mercedes-Benz dealer. In the last 21 months, 
over 980 MBCA members have taken advantage of this top-rated 
member benefit. Starting January 1, 2013, Mercedes-Benz USA 
will change the offer to Mercedes 2013 model year ONLY. Read 
“Five Ways to Save with Club Membership” in the November/
December issue of The Star magazine, or email Lisa Juhl, Director 
of Marketing, at lisa@mbca.org.

HOW DID HE DO THAT? 
(CONTINUED)

“After packing.” You’d never guess that all the stuff fit in the 
trunk! What a guy!

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS
September 2012

(Order name badges from the National Business Office, (800) 
637-2360, or online at the Club Store www.mbca.org.)

Betsy Bayha, San Jose
Ned Herrington, Alamo
Raymond Huguley, San Francisco
Rebecca Kenny, San Mateo
John Kilkenny, Morgan Hill
Hiromi Motojima, San Mateo
Yezhisai Murugesan, San Jose
Robert Wales, Hillsborough

MEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
We’re proud to recognize our SFBA Section members who 
have recently celebrated a milestone MBCA membership 
anniversary. We appreciate that you’re part of MBCA and hope 
that you continue to enjoy the benefits of your membership for 
a long time. Congratulations!

Wilson & Jonathan Loke, Hillsborough, 30 years
Dante Paulazzo, Walnut Creek, 15 years
Robert & Marie Masi, Portola Valley, 15 years
John & Norma Humphries, Scotts Valley, 15 years
Thomas & Gay Brasher, San Jose, 15 years
Kristian & Linda Valstad, Hercules, 10 years
Robert Hawes, Gridley, 5 years
Tessy Albin, Morgan Hill, 5 years
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Birmingham, Alabama
May 18-22, 2013

Come for the Tech!
• Factory Tours of Mercedes-Benz 
 U.S. International (MBUSI)
• MBUSA and MBUSI Speakers
• Touring Laps – Barber 
 Motorsports Road Course
• Technical Seminars

Come for the Fun!
• Vintage Races at Barber Motorsports
• U.S. Space & Rocket Center and NASA Tour
• Shopping
• Garden & Museum Tours
• Something for everyone ...

StarTech 2013

For information and registration package contact Liz Roberson
at lizroberson2013@gmail.com | 205.822.8460

Mercedes-Benz Club of America | Alabama Section
www.StarTech2013.org

®

– Maintenance
– Repairs
– Restoration

– Modification
– Manufacturing

Aldridge Gardens U.S Space & Rocket CenterMBUSI Welcome Center Modification Barber Motorsports Park

MBUSI Headquarters
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REVISITING OUR AUTUMN CLASSIC—OKTOBERFEST
by Bob Merrill

Our recent SFBA Section Oktoberfest event took place on Sunday, September 30, in San Francisco, and it was a big success. We 
met in San Francisco and caravanned to Pier 48 where the event was being staged. There were hundreds—if not thousands—
of people, but we were some of the first arrivals. The choicest parking spaces which were right at the front of the building were 
reserved for the Mercedes-Benz Club. We were greeted by the Festival’s representative who whisked us in past the general entry.

The fifteen of us that attended had a fantastic time. What we lacked in number we more than made up with in enthusiastically 
participating, with some of us dressed up in authentic German festival clothing, and virtually all taking part in a glass or large mug 
of German beer. Along with our warm pretzels, there was an abundance of German cuisine. One of the most popular dishes at 
our table was the fried green tomatoes that came with assorted dipping sauces.

We all really enjoyed ourselves! We were blessed with good company and good food.
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E-NEWSLETTER NOTICE—All members with e-mail 
addresses in the national MBCA membership database 
automatically receive the e-newsletter. Be sure that the MBCA 
National Business Office has your current e-mail address 
to receive the e-newsletter by contacting Renee Herbert at 
(800) 637-2360. Or send your address correction to Ann 
Bornstein (SFBA membership director) at annstitcher@charter.
net. Members with no e-mail addresses receive the printed 
and mailed newsletter. If you want to receive the printed and 
mailed newsletter, you need to opt-out of the electronic version 
by contacting editor Laura Simonds at (650) 592-7613 or 
simondsl@pacbell.net. To avoid being “undeliverable,” be sure 
to put our editor’s address (simondsl@pacbell.net) in your list 
of safe senders. 

HOLIDAY PARTY
Saturday, December 8, 2012

RESERVATION FORM

Names of attendees:
Address:
City/Zip:
Phone:
Email:

First Event:  Y    N

____ persons @ $55 per person = $________

Make checks payable to SFBA/MBCA and mail to:

Ann Bornstein
61 Devon Court

Watsonville, CA 95076
(831) 786-0782; annstitcher@charter.net

Reservation deadline Nov. 28. For confirmation, 
include phone # or email above, or register online at                       
http://sections.mbca.org/sfba/section_calendar.htm.

CLASSIFIEDS

No classified ads this month.
Please support our commercial advertisers! They support 
our club. Be sure to tell them that you’re a member of the 
club and saw their ad in this newsletter.

[Remember, classified ads are free to members, $25 for 
non-members. Your classified ad will appear both in 
the newsletter and on our web site for one month. Send 
your “for sale” or “wanted” ad to Laura Simonds, editor, 
simondsl@pacbell.net, or (650) 592-6318 fax.]

MEET YOUR BOARD 
MEMBERS

Lois Wong, Treasurer & Webmaster

My Mercedes C230 Coupe Kompressor just passed its 10th 
birthday. Most of you won’t be able to tell, because I babied it 
ever since I got it back in 2005 from Autobahn Motors!

I have never imagined owning a Mercedes-Benz. Growing up 
in Hong Kong, the marque had always been associated with 
status and success. As I was looking for another car after 
my previous one was in an accident, I was close to neither. 
However, a friend of mine convinced me to go to the dealership 
and at least take a look. There I ran into my now best pal. I still 
remember purchasing it the day after I saw it. It was definitely 
“love at first sight.” 

My car, Snowflake (named after the Swarovski crystal that 
hangs inside), and I have gone almost everywhere together 
since then—off to the beach in Santa Cruz, out in the snow in 
Tahoe, down to SoCal, moving me from place to place because 
it can hold so much.

There were surely small mishaps along the way, but I’m glad I 
took a chance seven years ago. Here’s for more to come!
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